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B a r b a r i s m s 

BY C. O. MAILLOUX 

In the discussion at the meeting of 
December 9, 1910, the use of the word 
" deceleration ", by one of the speakers, 
prompted me to make a vehement 
protest against such absurd words, 
and to make a plea in behalf of decent 
technical American English. My re
marks relative to this objectionable 
word have been expunged from the 
discussion, as being really extraneous 
to the subject of the paper under dis
cussion. There *are so many, however, 
who cannot distinguish between the 
real and the counterfeit, in technical 
word-coinage, that " deceleration " will 
continue to grow in popularity, unless 
attention is called publicly to its 
spurious character. I am glad, there
fore, to accept the suggestion of the 
editing committee, that my views about 
this word, and others of the same stamp, 
be published in the PROCEEDINGS. 

I have combatted and decried the 
words '■ deceleration " and " decel
erate " for several years, in my lectures 
on electric traction. The students who 
have heard my reasons for condemning 
these words, know that these words 
should have no place at all in the vo
cabulary of an educated engineer. They 
put a premium upon ignorance and 
carelessness in diction. There are 
many persons, however, who, while 
ridiculing the language of the man 
" who seen his duty and done it ", 
would be impressed with the seeming 
" accomplishments " of the man who 
uses " smart-looking " words like " de
celeration " and " decelerate ". As a 
matter of fact these words are entitled 
to no more standing and consideration 
than the most ludicrous " improvisa
tions " of negro-character impersona
tors. It is really as bad form to use the 
one as the other. 

The proper word to express the idea 
intended to be conveyed, but not con-
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veyed at all, by " deceleration," is 
" r e t a r d a t i o n " , which has, and has 
had for a century or more, a well de
fined and generally accepted meaning in 
physics and in mechanics, as every well 
informed engineer or scientist knows. 
Hence, there is no necessity whatever 
for any new word. In England, they 
laugh a t the very suggestion of such 
unnecessary, absurd words as " de
celeration " and " decelerate " ; and 
they are perfectly right. 

Because we have, in the English 
language, many words which are formed 
by prefixing the let ters de to some other 
word or portion of word, some persons 
think t h a t we only need to pu t de 
before any word, good or bad, r ight or 
wrong, to obtain, legitimately, a first-
class new word which adds to the 
" richness " of our vocabulary, and the 
14 renown " of the inventor,—we ought 
to say, rather , " fabricator "—of the 
word. The absurdi ty of this idea should 
have become apparent to the champions 
of " deceleration ". Their idea is t h a t 
" deceleration " is symmetrical in form 
with " acceleration." W h a t about the 
two good Anglo-Saxon words " s ta r t " 
and " stop ", which also express con
t rary " s tates of motion ". Why not 
improve (?) upon the old fashioned 
language, and say " de-start " instead 
of " stop ", or else say " de-stop " 
instead of " s tar t ". Again, instead of 
speaking about t rains going " up " 
grade or " down " grade, why not speak 
of going " de-up " or else " de-down ". 
The number of such " improvements " 
which could be made, on the same 
general principles, is very large; bu t 
the above " samples " suffice to illus
t ra te the principle. Any person having 
due respect for propriety and precision 
in language, is shocked in his eyes or 
his ears, in seeing or hearing such 
" de-formed " expressions. For this rea
son, I urged all those in my hearing, a t 
the meeting, to discountenance words 
like " deceleration " and " decelerate ", 
and to "forget " them themselves, and 
try to induce everybody else to do so. 

As another instance of the craze for 
coining new words beginning with de, 
I may mention the word demounting, 
which I saw in pr int recently, used as 
the subst i tu te for dismounting, by a 
coneern which ought to be ashamed 
of such barbarisms. 

The only way to stop such language, is 
for self-respecting engineers who have a 
high regard for precision and dignity 
of language to desist from using them 
and to discourage them in every and 
any way, and especially for the Ameri
can Ins t i tu te of ElectricalEngineers not 
to promote them by publishing them 
in its TRANSACTIONS. 

After the meeting some members 
expressed doubt t h a t the words " de
celeration " and " decelerate " were 
barbarism's. I t was even asserted to me 
t h a t these words were in reality " all 
r ight " in an etymological or philo
logical sense. Since these " doubters " 
were " college-bred ", and really should 
know bet ter , it is not surprising, per
haps, t h a t the uneducated and the ig
norant should have been impressed 
with the " sound " or the " looks " of 
these words. For this reason it has 
seemed to me desirable to supplement 
my remarks concerning these words by 
a s ta tement of the reasons why they are 
illegitimate, barbarous and inadmissible. 
The ma t t e r should be settled for good. 

Let us first look a t the " credentials " 
of the words which are recognized as 
proper and correct by scientists and 
lexicographers, to designate accelera
tion and its an tonym, namely, accelera
tion, accelerate, re tardat ion, and re
ta rd . These words are all unquestion
ably genuine, being direct importa t ions 
from the well established, good, pure 
Lat in words, acceleratio, accelerare, re
tar datio, and retardare, which were in 
the vocabulary of the best Roman 
writers of the Augustan period, and 
used by them in very much the same 
sense as all good writers of the present 
day use them. There can be no ques
tion, therfore, as to the legitimacy of 
their origin, and the precision of their 
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meaning. They are enti t led to rank 
among the best and most apposite 
and approved technical words in the 
English language. Their use is ac
ceptable to and is approved by all 
authori t ies in all English speaking 
countries. 

Let us now look back a t the words 
"dece le ra t ion " and " decelerate " . We 
see a t once t h a t they are " parvenu " 
words, which, like the mule, can have 
no " pride of ancestry or hope of pos
te r i ty . " They are an artificial and un
na tura l or " hybrid " " product " . The 
word " deceleration " presupposes and 
postulates the existence of the Lat in 
word " celeratio " , combined with the 
pr ivate Lai in preposition de. Unfor
tunate ly , there never was any such 
word as " celeratio " or " celeration " . 
either in Lat in or in any other language. 
Fur thermore , there is no possible justifi
cation whatever for the hypothet ical 
word " celeratio " in Latin, because the 
good pure Lat in word " celeritas " from 
which we get the good English word 
" celerity " answers the very purpose 
and conveys the very meaning of t h a t 
hypothet ical word. Hence, if we in
sisted on making a new word by pre
fixing de to a substant ive derived from 
the Lat in verb " celerare ", we should 
have to say " de-celerity " ; and the 
lovers of new " imposing " words would 
at once " derive " from this the new 
and " smart-looking " verb " decel-
er i ta te ", which would really, though 
obviously absurd, mean just as much as 
" decelerate " . The t r u t h is t h a t such 
words would not mean retardation a t 
all. 

The Lat in verb " accelerare " was 
originally formed by prefixing an in
tensive preposition (ad) to the verb 
celerare, giving " adcelerare ", which, by 
the rules for Lat in euphonic ortho
graphy, became accelerare. I t cannot 
be denied tha t there is considerable 
difference in " intensi ty " between 
" c e l e r a r e " and " a c c e l e r a r e " . I t is 
the difference between " be quick" 
and " make great haste ", or between 
" going quickly " and " going as quickly 

as possible ". Assuming, now, tha t it 
is allowable to manufacture such a word 
as decelerate, from de and celerare, t ha t 
word could not possibly be the an tonym, 
or have the opposite meaning of " ac
celerate " . I t might, perhaps, express 
and imply a " diminution " of " celer
i ty " , bu t t ha t is not retardation, by 
any means. 

To get the opposite or the an tonym 
of acceleration or accelerate, we must , 
in each case, apply a pr ivat ive preposi
tion, such as de or dis to the whole of 
the word. I t might be allowable, thus , 
to say de-acceleration or dis-acceleration, 
and also de-accelerate or dis-acceler ate; 
but , even assuming t h a t there is no 
barbar ism here, it would still be a grave 
question whether the meaning conveyed 
was not merely " ceasing to accelerate " 
which, again, is obviously quite a dif
ferent thing from " retardation " and 
" retard " . These terms imply contrary 
or negative acceleration, as everybody 
knows. The counterfeit t e rms " de
celeration " and " de-celerate " cannot 
possibly be stretched enough to cover 
any such meaning without breaking all 
the rules of good diction and good sense. 

The above analysis should suffice to 
dispose effectually of any pretense t ha t 
the words " deceleration " or " de
celerate " have any justification what
ever. 

All persons who have any respect for 
good diction should unite to discourage 
and discfedit such barbarous expres
sions. 

S e l f - S u p p o r t i n g S e c t i o n s 
BY D. B . R U S H M O R E 

The development of the Sections 
has been the most marked and the most 
promising feature of Ins t i tu te act ivi ty 
during the last few years. A movement 
now on foot, which may lead to the 
formation of a New York Section, will 
complete the change of the body from 
a local to a%truly national footing. Un
doubtedly with the growth of the Insti
tu t e the number of Sections will be very 
much increased and probably nearly 


